
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some people love gardening and find it a relaxing and 
constructive use of time. Me? I barely know how to 
mow the lawn; I can‟t tell the difference between good 
vegetation and weeds; and don‟t ask me to water your 
plants – they will either die of thirst or drown in a flood. 

But even someone like me can understand the 
imagery behind 1 Corinthians 3:5-8. 

5
 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 

servants, through whom you came to believe-- as the 
Lord has assigned to each his task.

6
 I planted the seed, 

Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  
7
 So neither 

he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 
God, who makes things grow.  

8
 The man who plants 

and the man who waters have one purpose, and each 
will be rewarded according to his own labor. 

The Christians in Corinth were comparing their 
favourite preachers and debating which one is better. 
Using the metaphor of a garden, Paul shifts their focus 
away from the preachers and onto God as the one 
who makes things grow. 

As we celebrate our 20
th
 anniversary, I want to echo 

Paul‟s sentiments. In the English congregation we 
have had four pastors since the English  
ministry started. I am immensely grateful to each of 
them for the tremendous work that they have done. 
Though it is by no means perfect, I feel like I have 
inherited a well-kept and much loved garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But most of all, it is a testimony of the grace of God 
upon CMC and the English congregation. Looking 
back, much of the hard work has already been done: 
the tilling, sowing, fertilising, weeding, watering, and 
God has made it grow. The small seed has grown into 
a young tree, and now it‟s time for it to start flowering 
and bearing fruit. 

Looking ahead, I know that the work of tending a 
young tree will be different to nurturing a seedling. 
Many of the young people are starting to step up into 
leadership and teaching positions, and I pray that the 
next ten years for the English congregation will be a 
time of fruitful harvest. 

And as always, we must keep on looking to God our 
Great Gardener who makes things grow. 

  

Pastor for English Congregation 
(Carlton Methodist Church) 

Pastor Ernest Chiang 

(2011 - present) 

BY THE BOOK 
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